Dear First Family,
Below is an excerpt from the most
recent advisory to pastors from a local
medical professional regarding COVID19 in Kaufman.
We will continue with virtual worship
until we see better numbers in Kaufman.
Please call me with your questions or
concerns.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Jerry

Pastors and church leaders,
Just wanted to open a line of communication between us, and offer some friendly advice
regarding church services: If you have not already begun to go 100% online (or outdoors,
with extreme caution), then I am officially letting you know that it would be wise to do so
now.
Case numbers, hospital numbers and deaths from COVID in Kaufman county (and all of Texas
and the US) have never been higher than they are right now. Based on what we know about
infectious diseases and pandemics, the numbers we are seeing are what we would expect to
see 4-5 weeks after the increase in travel and family gatherings during the long Thanksgiving
weekend.
And since we started the Christmas gathering and travel season while community
transmission was already high, the Christmas effect *will* have a worse result. So, it isn’t
hyperbole to say we are nowhere near the peak.
As frustrating as it may seem, the best and most effective way we have to curb this rising tide
is to distance from each other as much as possible. Yes - masks are helpful, and attempting
to separate people while in the same room is somewhat helpful…but the fact remains: Being
in the same room (even with masks) for more than 10-15 minutes has been shown to still
dramatically raise the risks of spreading COVID infections.
I honestly believe that as Christians, we have a chance here to lead by example and show the
world what it means to truly love each other.”

Filling Our Minds With God’s Love
What happens when we fill our
minds with thoughts of God’s love?
Will standing beneath the downpour
of his grace change the way we feel
about others?
It’s not enough to keep the bad
stuff out. We’ve got to let the good
stuff in. It’s not enough to keep no
list of wrongs. We need to cultivate
a list of blessings.
Paul says in Philippians 4:8,
“Whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is gracious, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise,
think about these things.”

“Whatever is true,
Whatever is honorable,
Whatever is just,
Whatever is pure,
Whatever is lovely,
Whatever is gracious,
If there is any excellence,
If there is anything
Worthy of praise,

Think about these things.”
Philippians 4:8

Thinking conveys the idea of pondering, studying, and focusing… allowing what
is viewed to have an impact on us. You want to make a list? Then list his
mercies. List the times God has forgiven you. Rather than store up the sour,

STORE UP THE SWEET!

Lets all start this new year "storing up the sweet"! I don't know about you but
I've had enough of being angry about things I cannot control. Enough of letting
what is happening in the world ruin my day!
I'm going to do my very best to move forward with an "attitude of gratitude".
I'm healthy, I'm happy, I have a wonderful circle of friends, and I'm loved in
spite of myself! I'm blessed with an incredible family and church family, so I
think it's time to think positive and leave the troubles of the world in God's
hands!
Who wants to join me?
Love and God’s Blessings to All of You,
Karen Park, Director of Music
First United Methodist Church of Kaufman

Lord,
make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
—St. Francis of Assisi

Be prepared for upcoming weddings,
graduations, and other occasions, all
while supporting First United
Methodist Church.
Forty percent of your purchase will go
to our church budget when you use
the following shopping link.
(copy and paste into your browser)
https://radafundraising.com/?
rfsn=5158633.c882337
If you would
rather have a
catalog,
let Pam know.

If you have any questions, email
office@fumc-kaufman.org or call Pam 214-538-4727.

The Blessing

Adore
You stepped down from heaven
Humbly You came
God of all creation
Here with us
In a starlit manger Emmanuel
Light of the world here to save

The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make his face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn his face toward you
And give you peace

Adore
Come let us adore
O come let us adore Him
The Lord
Worship Christ the Lord
Let all that is within us adore

Amen
Amen
Amen

Wise men bring their treasures
Shepherds bow low
Angel voices sing
Of peace on earth
What have I to offer to heaven's King
I will bring my life my love my all
Angels sing praises ring
To the newborn King
Peace on earth here with us
Joy awakening
At Your feet we fall

May his favor be upon you
And a thousand generations
And your family
And your children
And their children
And their children
May his presence go before you
And behind you
And beside you
All around you
And within you
He is with you
He is with you
In the morning
In the evening
In your coming
And your going
In your weeping
And rejoicing
He is for you
He is for you
He is for you
He is for you

Peace
When my mind is like a battlefield
And my heart is overcome by fear
And hope seems like a ship that's lost at sea
My enemies on every side
And I'm tempted to run and hide
Your gentle whisper reaches out to me
(You give me) Peace
(That) Holds me when I'm broken
Sweet peace
That passes understanding
When the whole wide world is crashing down
I fall to my knees
And breathe in (Your peace)
Fiery arrows whistling
The terror of the night sets in
But I can feel Your angels all around
I am resting underneath
The shelter of Your mighty wings
Your promises are where my hope is found
I remember who You are
You're the God who's never far
So I will not be afraid
God You always keep me safe in Your arms
I remember who You are
You're the God who's never ever far away
So I will not be afraid
God You always You always keep me safe
I breathe You I breathe You in
Take a deep breath and be still
And know that You are God alone

We Three Kings (Kings Of Orient)
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain moor and mountain
Following yonder star
O star of wonder star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever ceasing never
Over us all to reign
Glorious now behold Him arise
King and God and sacrifice
Alleluia alleluia
Peals through the earth and skies

Sweet, Sweet Spirit
There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit,
Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us,
Filling us with your love,
And for these blessings
We lift our hearts in praise
Without a doubt
We’ll know we’ve been revived
When we shall leave this place.

Cares Chorus
I cast all my cares upon You
I lay all of my burdens

Down at Your feet
And anytime that I don't know
What to do
I will cast all my cares upon You

