
208 S. Houston St. Kaufman, TX 75142 

Rev. Stephen Cotten 

Sunday Morning In Person: 

Adult Sunday School Classes at 9:00 a.m.  

Service of Worship and Praise at 10:15a.m. 
 

Sunday Morning Online:  

www.fumc-kaufman.org/our-media 
www.facebook.com/fumc.kaufman 

 

 

If you would like to receive our weekly e-newsletter, send your request to  
office@fumc-kaufman.org or call our office at 972-932-2838. 

 

To give a one time or recurring gift to First United Methodist Church go to www.fumc-kaufman.org/giving 

Dear Members, Friends, and Supporters of the  

FUMC Kaufman Family, 
 

Serving with you in God’s church is such a privilege. You are  a true 

community of faith. I admire you because of the  relationships you share. 

You share the bond of love, first and foremost. Not a passive,               

disappearing, shrinking-violet love, you share a caring, persevering,        

life-transforming, reaching-for-justice, following Christ kind of love that        

is remarkable. This is the love of  God that is freely shared by people in 

relationship with  their Creator. 

You share the bond of changing your community. Each week when you 

volunteer and deliver Meals on Wheels, I am  inspired by the ways you 

give of yourselves to make a  life-changing difference for citizens who 

need a helping hand. It’s easy to see how you inspire one another to 

want to do more. You look forward to Pumpkin Patch and the children  

that ministry brings to our campus  

You share the bond of being good neighbors. You listen to  one another, 

learning the celebrations and the challenges that are facing each family. 

You pray for one another. You  care for those who are sick or grieving. 

You visit those who cannot get out.  

You worship together! Sing together! Fellowship together!  Eat together! 

Laugh together! Cry together! Hurt together!  Heal together! Heartbreak 

together! Share life together!  Become a church together! 

Somewhere along the way, you discover a common purpose of dipping 

into the well of Christ’s love to rehydrate the  hopeless, helping them to 

become hopeful. You share being stewards of the well. The water of life 

flows through you, the people of FUMC. Thank you for letting me be a 

steward of  the well with you. 

I look forward to worshiping together on Sunday! 

God’s best be yours, 

Stephen Cotten, Pastor 

This week’s pocket verse:  
  Matthew 6:31-33 

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we 
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 

these things; and indeed your heavenly         
Father knows that you need all these things.  
But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.  

This week’s sermon is titled  
“Lilies of Generosity”  

Scripture is Matthew 6:25-33 (NRSV)  

Weekly Update  Friday, September 17, 2021 



Hello all!  
 

So excited to let you know that we are going to start back having choir  
rehearsal on Wednesday, September 22!  It's time!!!! 
 

Let me start by giving a BIG THANK YOU to Mary, Debbie, Carol, Vickie, and 
Dave and recently added, Stephen. These individuals have worked tirelessly to 
bring you music over the past year or more of COVID! 
 

I hope everyone that has sang with us prior to COVID will come back and bring 
a friend!!! And anyone that has ever thought they might enjoy singing in the 
choir...come and try it...you might like it!!!! We will begin rehearsal on  
Wednesday, September 22 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  
We will move over to the choir room in October. 
 

I have missed the fun and the fellowship with you and look forward to getting together to praise God  
with our music. Even if our numbers are small we have the ability to do great things with our voices  
and songs. You don't have to be a great singer to come and enjoy singing...my motto is still what the Bible 
says: Make a Joyful noise unto the Lord!!! Notice it doesn't say it has to be great...just JOYFUL!!!!  
So bring your love of the Lord, music, and your laughter and join us!  
 

Feel free to call me or the church office if you have any questions.  
Office, 972.932.3838. Karen, 214-263-5780. 
 
Love and Blessings to all, 
~Karen Park 

He Is Your Confidence  
"From 3-Minute Devotions (Daily Devotional), published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by Permission" 
 

 

Sometimes we wish for more confidence. A job interview or a social situation we are facing 
may make us nervous. A new situation we're thrown into may cause us to worry. Will we be 
dressed appropriately? Will we know what to say? 
 

These are the times to remember that the Lord is always 
with us. He has promised never to leave or forsake us. He 
tells us we are His little lams and He is our great Shepherd. 
He upholds us with His righteous right hand. He leads us 
along still waters and restores our soul. These are just a   
few of the promises of God regarding the care He provides 
for His children. 
 

The next time you need some confidence, instead of                
worrying or trying to muster it up on your own, seek God.  
 It says in 2 Corinthians 12:9, ..."My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power  is made perfect in weakness."  
Remember that in your weakness, God shows up to be your 
strength. He will be your confidence. 
 

Lord, be my confidence when this world brings situations  
in which I feel insecure or inadequate.  
Thank you for your grace.  In Jesus name, Amen 
 

Love and Blessings to you all, 
~Karen Park 



 NOW Backpack Program  
 

NOW Backpack Program will 
be an ongoing  mission for us 
throughout the school year.           
The program is run by the 
school   counselors and the 
student leadership class.  

They  provide food on the 
weekends to those students 
that may not have  access to 
necessities at home.  

There are 17 students in the program.  

Each Friday, the students receive a duffle bag of non -
perishable food items and once a month toiletries are put in 
their personal backpacks.  

The counselors also requested these items  specifically:          

 Jeans (all sizes for students 6-8 grades, no holes or tears, 
new or gently used washed are okay) 

 Shampoo, conditioner, soap or body wash 

 Dry Shampoo  

If you can help, contact Pastor Stephen or Pam. 

Senior Connect - Kaufman Meals on Wheels 
 

Along with other churches and organizations, FUMC has committed to  
delivering Meals On Wheels one day a week. Our day is Wednesday.  
 

Meal pick-up is at The Senior Center which is  located at the  
Kaufman Civic Center at 607 E. Fair Rd. 

 

You may do a ride along with any of the seasoned volunteers to check out the 
route and to see if this is a ministry you would like to help with.  
You will be required to complete a volunteer registration and background check form.  
 

If interested, please contact Pam 214-538-4727  
or Charrise 469-410-1895.  

PIE WITH OUR  

NEW PASTOR! 

 

September 2  - Sue Hudnall 

September 7 - Jennifer Patterson 

September  9 -  Linda Tackett 

September 10 -  Greg Doster 

September 10 - Kay Sisson 

September 19 - Teresa Howard 

September 25 - Carolyn Wilson 

September 27 - Kathy Davis 

September 29 - Bobby Aga 



“God grant that I may never live to be useless!” 
John Wesley 

Doubting Thomas(Dave) 

I have always listened to the prayer requests for our congregation and have always diligently 

prayed for those listed.  To be honest, I haven't always signed the sheets because I thought that a 

prayer was enough.   

That was until something happened to change my mind.  I recently lifted up a high school friend, 

Debbie Erickson Brandenberg, who lost her husband, Jerry ( also a friend of mine from high 

school) to dementia.  I also paid my condolences to her on Facebook.  Labor Day weekend I 

attended my high school reunion in Illinois and ran into Debbie.  She pulled me aside and gave me 

the biggest hug.  I again gave her my condolences and she reached into her purse and pulled out 

the prayer sheet that FUMC Kaufman had mailed to her.  She told me that out of all of the cards 

and letters she received, this one had meant the most.  

 She couldn't believe that strangers who did not know her would 

pray for her.  She said she still carries it with her and when those 

feelings of despair hit, she pulls it out and looks at each and every 

name on that list.  She is very grateful and said that she got this 

just when she needed it the most.  God is with us all and for her to 

be reminded that she is not alone was truly remarkable.   

I am now a true believer and will not hesitate to sign prayer sheets 

from now on. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Dave Spaulding 

First United Methodist Church 

 
Agape Class meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in the Adult Educa-

tion Center. Coffee is ready at 8:45.  
 

Raggamuffin Class meets at the home of Mike & Pam Rogers each 

Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.  
 

COMING SOON!! 

Two new classes coming soon!  

 Young Adult Class 

  Children Sunday School 

If you would like to volunteer to help lead Children or Youth Sunday 

School, please call the church office, or let Pam know.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a few weeks until PUMPKINS  

will be delivered!!  

 

We will be open 7 days a week beginning October 9th.  

 

While some area schools will be coming to visit the patch,  Kaufman 

students will not  be taking field trips.  
 

Instead, we are taking the pumpkin patch to the classrooms!  
 

We will stuff bags with a pumpkin and other  goodies to take to each student.  

 

We also are going to have the PUMPKIN PATCH Market on October 16th. 

(Outdoors, weather permitting) Those interested in being a vendor,  

contact Charrise.  

 

There are many volunteer opportunities coming up: 
 

Prepare the patch: week of October 3rd 

Unload the pumpkins (October 9) 

Stuff bags for the classes 

Bake Muffins (contact Pam for the recipe) 

Work sales shifts at the Pumpkin Patch (see Pam for scheduling) 

Let Charrise (469-410-1895) or Pam (214-538-4727)  

know if you plan to volunteer or if you have any questions.   

 
 



 

Let's help the children in our community 
celebrate Halloween safely and have 

some fun ourselves.   

 

Our church will be holding a  
Trunk or Treat Event  

on Saturday, Oct. 30 from 5 to 7pm 
 in our parking lot.   

 
With flyers, banners, and signs, we will  

invite members of our church and             
community to join us by decorating              

their cars and handing out candy and 
treats to the children who come by.   

 

We're planning Best Costume and            
Best Car Decoration contests.    

  

 

If you would like to join us or learn more, come to the organizational meeting in                         
Fellowship Hall on Thursday, Sept. 30 at 6pm.  

 

 Please contact Carol Cooper at 972-890-2806 or Pam at the church office for more             
information. Please plan to be part of this fun activity.  More to come!  

 

  

We need candy donations for  

Halloween on Houston Street.  

Bring your wrapped candy or non-candy treats  

to the office or drop in donation box in the West Room.  

For more information, contact the church office.  



 

Upcoming Events 

Bible Study with Stephen 

Stephen will lead a weekly Bible Study  

at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

 Stephen would like you to join him as he  

takes a more in-depth look at the scripture  

text for the upcoming Sunday Service.  

If you have questions,  

contact Stephen or the church office.  

Coffee and refreshments are provided.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Louisiana Conference needs help cleaning up after  
Hurricane Ida. The North Texas Conference has set a 

goal of donating 1,872 Cleaning Kits (previously called 
Flood Buckets). Why 1,872 Cleaning Kits?  

That is how many will fit into a trailer. 
 

Our church has promised 50 buckets.  
 

The collection runs Sunday, Sept. 12 through Sunday, Oct. 3.   
 

The Kits will be transported to the UMCOR depot  
in Pawnee, Ill., in early October.  

The Sager-Brown depot is closed to volunteers  
right now due to COVID. 

 

You can help by completing one or more kits  
(see details on next page, or ask pam for a detailed copy), 

donate supplies, or make a monetary donation.  
 

On Wednesday September 22 and September 29  
we will gather to assemble the kits  

at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall.  
Dinner will be available.   



For a more detailed Cleaning Kit List along with instructions on how to pack a bucket,  
go to https://ntcumc.org/cleaning-kits Or contact Bobby Aga, or the church office.  

See previous page for more information.  





I felt my heart strangely warmed.  
 I felt I did trust in Christ, 

 Christ alone for salvation.  
-John Wesley 

LORD, I NEED YOU 

CCLI Song # 5925687 

MIGHTY TO SAVE 

CCLI Song # 4591782 



IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

Matthew 6:33 

REJOICE, YE PURE IN HEART 


