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Rev. Dr. James D. McLeod, Jr., Pastor

SERVICE for the LORD’S DAY
The 3rd Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020

This symbol indicates that everyone who is able should stand.

GATHERING: We enter the presence of God
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Carl Martin, Liturgist

PRELUDE: In dulci jubilo
“Good Christians, All Rejoice!”

arr. Gordon Young

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We magnify the Lord,
All: And we rejoice in God our Savior
One: For the Mighty One has done great things for us,
All: And holy is God’s name.
One: God’s mercy is for all who are in awe,
All: From generation to generation.
One: God brings down the powerful and lifts up the lowly,
All: God fills the hungry with good things and sends the rich
away empty.
One: According to the promise God made to our ancestors,
All: To Abraham and Sarah, and their descendants forever.
One: God is good, all the time!
All: And all the time, God is good!

From Luke 1:46-47,
49-50, 52-53, 55

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Liz Hughins and Karen O’Brien
light the Candle of Joy.

CHRISTMAS CAROL Joy to the World!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King,
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, not thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings known, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove,

The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love.

Each week of Advent we
light a different candle:
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love.
G. F. Handel
arr. J. Carter

CALL TO CONFESSION

the Pastor

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Mighty One, we confess that we cheer on the words of Mary and
yet fail to put them into practice. We sing her song and forget her
call upon us to work for Your justice in this world. Forgive us, O
God, for not listening to her song. Forgive us, O God, for not
heeding her wisdom. Call us, O God, into the ways of justice,
mercy, restoration and Good News that Mary sang of long ago,
when You resided in her womb, in Jesus Christ our savior. In
whose name, we pray. Amen.

We pray together, as one
church, the body of
Christ, as we humbly
reflect on the ways in
which we have failed to
live as God would have us
to live.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

We are forgiven in Jesus!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

the Pastor

WORD: We listen for the Spirit’s message
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

the Liturgist

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

The people respond:
“Thanks be to God.”

4

They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
OFFERTORY: Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David's city, stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

arr. Albin C. Whitworth

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.
And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on, to the place where He is gone.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:46b-55
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The people respond:
“Thanks be to God.”

SERMON: Mary’s Song

the Pastor

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

the Pastor

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

the Pastor

This ancient confession of
the Christian Church
declares our belief in one
God: Creator, Redeemer,
and Sustainer.

The pastor leads us in
prayer for those in need.
We conclude by praying
The Lord’s Prayer
together.

SENDING: We depart, united in Jesus’ name
CHARGE AND BLESSING

May the Lord bless you
and keep you forever.

PRAYER CONCERNS: “…make your requests known to God.”
For our church family…

Shirley Narkates
Melissa Scholl
Al Greenberg
George & Lynda
McLean

John Holcomb
Edwin Swartz
Vernon Clark
Randy & Christy
Little

Laura Reichert
Nellie Songer
Steve Mannich
Chip & Janet
Prevatt

Wayne Hughins
John Giddens
Arnold Reichert

Garry Vincent
Clara Beach
Heather Odell
Deborah Waldron
Vicki Cunningham

C. J. Fonte
Trent Schindler
Fred Esleck
Stella Purcell
Debra Jackson

For our extended family…

Grace Miller
Kennon Little
Zoe
Mary Hammett
Don McCants
Rusty & Beth
Chastain

Bill & Julie Wills
Donnie Bates
Jessica Watkins
Margaret Stallings
Fran Skiroock
Derek & Lauren
Webber
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