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In 1 Pet 4:12-19, the Apostle Peter reminds us as God’s exiles: don’t be surprised, confused, or ashamed 

when fiery trials come our way as we do what’s right. Suffering, he tells us, is an essential part, an 

indispensable part, of the normal Christian life. We, therefore, brace ourselves and face the fiery trials 

that come on us. And we even do so with joy, because we know that suffering while doing God’s will is 

His refining fire, and He is so radically in control of all things—even of our suffering—that He has made it 

so that trials do to our faith what fire does to gold. 

 


