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Why do so many who seem so close to the Kingdom of God still end up perishing,’ asks Gerald Bilkes in 

his book on parables, Glory Veiled and Unveiled. He then states: “This is one of the most perplexing 

questions we might try to wrap our minds around. Of course, the Bible teaches us the doctrines that 

help us to understand this, such as the fundamental truths of election and reprobation and the total 

inability of man, whose evil heart will not and cannot believe in its own strength. These truths give us 

the deepest answers to this question. In the parable of the great supper in Luke 14, Christ also sheds 

light on this question in a very pointed way.” 

 

 


